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From ‘The Chimera of British anti Semitism’
The degree of anti-Semitism infecting British society has been the subject of
numerous polls over a sustained period of time. These surveys have uniformly,
consistently, and unambiguously concluded that anti-Semitism has long been a
marginal phenomenon in British society, infecting under 10 percent of the
population, is far less salient than hostility to other British minorities, and is
less pronounced in the UK than almost anywhere else in Europe. One might
suppose that settled matters. But in 2017 the British Institute for Jewish Policy
Research (JPR) published a study that purportedly refined conventional
wisdom by measuring the “elasticity” of anti-Semitism: that is, not just the
percentage of confirmed anti-Semites, but also the prevalence of stereotypes
that stigmatize Jews. It found that, whereas a mere 2-5 percent of the British
population can be reckoned anti-Semites, fully 30 percent harbor at least one
anti-Semitic stereotype.
The upshot is, the JPR study does not prove the “elasticity” of anti-Semitism in
British society. A couple of the incendiary propositions it tests do arguably
indicate anti-Semitism - “The Holocaust is a myth,” “The Holocaust has been
exaggerated” - but only an infinitesimal portion of Brits (2 and 4 percent,
respectively) subscribe to them. Anti-Semitism of course exists in British
society but the JPR has stretched the evidence beyond the snapping point.
There’s no ground to doubt the conventional polling data that put its incidence
at under 10 percent of British society.
Even if the JPR study withstood scrutiny, it still wouldn’t prove that antiSemitism threatens British Jews. Amidst the nauseating nonstop spectacle of
solipsistic, narcissistic, self-pitying navel-gazing, a reality check is in order.
Were popular stereotypes plotted along a spectrum from benign to malignant,
most anti-Semitic ones would fall near the benign end whereas those of truly
oppressed minorities would cluster at the opposite end. Yes, Jews must endure

the reputation of being stingy, pushy, and clannish—but Muslims are profiled
as terrorists and misogynists, Blacks are despised as chronically lazy and
genetically stupid, and Roma/Sinti are loathed as dirty beggars and thieves.
Nor do Jews suffer the losses attending actual victimhood. How many Jews qua
Jews have been refused a job or flat? How many Jews have been shot dead by
police or railroaded into jail? Whereas being Black or Muslim closes doors,
being Jewish opens them. If whites occupying seats of power discriminate in
favor of other whites, and men occupying seats of power discriminate in favor
of other men, it would be surprising if largely successful Jews didn’t
discriminate in favor of other Jews. Not only is it no longer a social liability to
be Jewish, it even carries social cachet. Whereas it once was a step up for a
Jew to marry into a ruling elite family, it now appears to be a step up for the
ruling elite to marry into a Jewish family. Isn’t it a straw in the wind that both
President Bill Clinton’s pride and joy Chelsea and President Donald Trump’s
pride and joy Ivanka married Jews? Making the rounds of the British talk show
circuit, self-anointed authority Barnaby Raine grimaces that “there’s a very,
very serious problem of antisemitism across British society.” (Except for the
fact that he is a “proud British Jew” and was once called a “kike,” it’s hard to
make out the basis for his confident pronunciamentos.) Bertrand Russell once
wrote of Trotsky, “He is very good-looking, with admirable wavy hair; one feels
he would be irresistible to women.” Something similar can be said, more or
less, of Barnaby the Bolshevik - or, at any rate, of the ideal to which he aspires.
The question then comes down to this: Would he prefer to be ugly and bald or
to be Jewish in Britain today? It’s not a trivial or tongue-in-cheek query. The
fact is, personally as well as professionally, these physical stigmata are ten
thousand times heavier a cross to bear than to be born a Jew. If the
nonproblem of anti-Semitism ranks a “very, very serious problem” in the UK,
then the British people are most fortunate. In fact, the Corbyn candidacy
would be redundant as they will already have reached the Promised Land.
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